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IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (canceled) A pipe coupling device comprising: 

a sleeve having an end adapted for receiving a pipe, said end of said sleeve having a 
sealing cavity defined berwecn the outer surface of the pipe and the interior surface of said end; 

a sealing gasket adapted for arrangement within said sealing cavity of said sleeve for 
compression into sealing engagement with the pipe; 

a gripper ring adapted for encircling the pipe, said gripper ring having a radial inner 
surface having a plurality of gripping members for gripping the pipe upon coaxial compression 
of said gripper ring; 

an intermediate ring adapted for encircling the pipe between said sealing gasket and said 
gnpper ring, said intermediate ring having a restraining member adapted for restraining said 
gripper ring to prevent said gripping members of said gripper ring from gripping the pipe until 
after said sealing gasket is compressed into sealing engagement with the pipe; 
a locking ring adapted for communication with said gripper ring; and 
at least two tightening members adapted for connecting said sleeve and said locking ring 
to compressibly secure said gripper ring, said intermediate ring, and said sealing gasket to the 
pipe, such that upon the tightening of said tightening members said sealing gasket is compressed 
into sealing engagement followed by the gripping of the pipe by said gripper ring. 

2. (currently amended) Tho pipo coupling dovicp of Claim I, a pipe coupling device 
comprising: 

a sleeve having an end adapted for receiving a p ipe, said end of said sleeve having a 
sealing cavity defined between the outer surface of the pipe and the interior surface of said end; 

a sealing gasket adapted for arrangement within said sealing cavity of said sleeve for 
compression into sealing engagement wi th die pipe: 

a gripper ring adapted for encircling the pipe, said gripper ring having a radial inner 
surface having a plurality of gripp ing members for gripping the pipe upon coaxial compression 
of said gripper ring; 

an intermediate ri^ p *ri* P Ted f or encircling the pipe between said sealing gasket and said 
gri pper ring, said interme d iate ring having a restraining member adapted for restraining said 
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gripper rinfi to prevent said g rip ping m embers of said pripper ring from gripping the pipe until 
after said sealing gasket is compressed into sealing enga gement with the pipe; 
a locking ring adapted for communication with s aid gripper ring; and 
at least two tightening member s ada pted for connecting said sleeve and said locking ring 
io compressibly secure suid gripper ring, said interm ediate ring, and said sealing gasket to the 
pipe, such that upon the tightening of said tightenin g members said sealing gasket is compressed 
into sealing engagement followed by the gripping of the pipe by said gripper ring; 

wherein said restraining member comprises ax least one break-off member adapted to 
break off from said intermediate ring after said sealing gasket is compressed into sealing 
engagement with the pipe 

3. (currently amended) The pipe coupling device of Ctoim 1 Claim 2. wherein said gripping 
members comprise inwardly extending teeth members. 

4. (previously presented) The pipe coupling device of Claim 3, wherein said teeth members 
extend radially inwardly to different heights, 

5. (currently amended) The pipe coupling device of Claim 1 Claim 2 . wherein said sleeve 
further comprises a flange having at least two bore holes defining apertures for receiving said 
fastener members. 

6. (currently amended) The pipe coupling device of Claim 1 Claim 2 , wherein said locking 
ring includes at least two bore holes defining apertures for receiving said fastener members, 

7. (currently amended) The pipe coupling device of Claim 1 Claim 2. wherein said fastening 
members comprise bolts and nuts. 

8. (currently amended) The pipe coupling device of Claim 1 Claim 2 , wherein said locking 
ring has a radial inner slanted surface which surrounds and abuts said gripper ring. 



1*0124-1 j*c Page 3 of 10 MUE1X40 



PAGE 5/16 * RCVD AT 4/12/2005 3:02:21 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 1 CSID:+4M5752391 • DURATION ^im-ss):04-32 



04-1 2-; 



■2005 02:03pm From-TROUTMAN SANDERS 



+4045752391 



T-734 P. 006/016 F-767 



U.S. Patent Application Serial No.: 107815,275 
Applicant: Barron, et al- 

9. tcun-endy amended) The pipe coupling device of Claim 1 Claim 3, wherein said gripper 
ring has a radial exterior surface, a portion of which is complementary to said radial inner slanted 
surface of said locking ring. 

10. (currently amended) The pipe coupling device of Claim 1 Claim 2 , wherein said sealing 
gasket has a cross sectional shape of a filled figure eight. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The pipe coupling device of Claim 1 Claim 2 , wherein said sealing 
gasket comprises a pair of O-rings. 

12. (canceled) A pipe coupling device comprising: 

a sleeve having an enlarged end, said enlarged end having a first internal diameter and a 
slanting wall leading to a smaller second internal diameter adapted for receiving a pipe, wherein 
a sealing cavity is defined between the outer surface of the pipe and the first internal diameter of 
the enlarged end; 

a compressible settling gasket adapted for arrangement within said sealing cavity of said 
sleeve for compression into sealing engagement with the pipe; 

a gripper ring adapted for encircling the pipe, said gripper ring having a radial inner 
gripping surface with a predetermined inner diameter and a longitudinally extending slot to 
accommodate the subsequent reduction of said inner diameter of said gripper ring and gripping 
of the pipe by said gripping surface upon coaxial compression of said gripper nng; 

an intermediate ring adapted for encircling the pipe between said compressible sealing 
gasket and said gripper ring, said intermediate ring having a restraining member adapted for 
restraining said slot of said gripper ring to prevent the subsequent reduction of said inner 
diameter of said gripper ring until after said compressible sealing gasket is compressed into 
sealing engagement with said pipe; 

a locking ring adapted for communication with said gripper ring; and 

at least two tightening members adapted for connecting said sleeve and said locking ring 
to compressibly secure said gripper ring, said intermediate ring, and said sealing gasket to the 
pipe, such that upon the tightening of said tightening members said compressible sealing gasket 
is compressed into sealing engagement followed by the gripping of the pipe by said gnpper ring. 
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13. (currently amended) Tho coupling i toviop of Claim 12, A pipe coupling device 
comprising: 

' ' a glgeve having an enlarged en d, said enlarged end having a first internal diameter an d a 
alannng wall leading to a s m aller second internal diameter adapted for receiving a pipe, wherei n 
* sealing cavity is defined between the o u ter surface of ihe pipe and ihe first internal diameter of 
The enlarged end: 

a compressible se alin g gasket ada pted for arrangement within said sealing cavity of said 
sleeve for compression into sealin g engagement with the pipe; 

a grip per ring adapted for encircling the pi pe, said gripper ring having a radial inner 
gri pping surface with a predetermined inner diameter and a longitudinally extending slot to 
accommodate the subsequent reduction of said inner diameter of said gripper ring and gripping 
of the pipe by said gripping surface upon coaxial compression of said gripper nng; 

an intermediate ring adapted for encircling the pipe b etween said compressible sealing 
gasket and said gripper ring, said intermediate rin g having a restraining member adaptedjor 
restraining said slot of sai d gnpper ring to prevent the subsequent reduction of said inner 
diameter of said gripper ring until after said comp ressible sealing easket is compressed into 
sealing engagement w ith said pipe; 

a locking ring adapted for c ommunication with said gripper ring; and 

at least two tightening me^ ^ "H^ red for connecting said sleeve and said locking ri ng 
to cornpressiblv secure said gripper ring, said in termediate ring, and said sealing gasket to the 
pipe, such that upon the tightening of said tight ening members said compressible sealing gasket 
is compressed into sealing engagement followed b v the gripping of the Pipe by said gripper ring; 

wherein said restraining member comprises at least one break-off member adapted to 
break off from said intermediate ring after said sealing gasket is compressed into sealing 
engagement with the pipe 

14. (currently amended) The coupling device of Claim 12 Claim 13. wherein said gripping 
surface comprises a plurality of gripping teeth extending radially inwardly. 
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15. (previously presented) The coupling device of Claim 14, wherein said plurality of teeth 
extend to different heights. 

16. (previously presented) The coupling device of Claim 15, wherein said fastening members 
comprise bolts and nuts. 

17. (canceled) A restraining assembly for a compression type pipe coupling, said pipe 
coupling having a sleeve adapted for receiving a pipe, a sealing gasket adapted for arrangement 
within said sleeve for compression into sealing engagement with the pipe, a gripper ring adapted 
for encircling and gripping the pipe upon coaxial compression of said gripper ring, a locking ring 
adapted for communication with said gripper ring, and at least two tightening members adapted 
for connecting said sleeve and said locking ring to compressibly secure said gripper ring and said 
sealing gasket to the pipe, wherein said restraining assembly comprises: 

an intermediate ring adapted for encircling the pipe between said sealing gasket and said 
gripper ring; 

a restraining member carried by said intermediate ring, said restraining member adapted 
for restraining said gripper ring to prevent said gnpper ring from gripping the pipe until after said 
sealing gasket is compressed into sealing engagement with the pipe; 

wherein upon the tightening of said tightening members said sealing gasket is 
compressed into sealing engagement followed by the gripping of the pipe by said gripper ring. 

18. (currently amended) Tho roBtroining atioombly of Claim tf - , A restraining assembly fora 
com pression type pipe couplin g - said pipe coupling having a sleeve adapted for receiving a pipe, 
» caiinf, p.glf/.i ada pted for arrangement w ithin said sleeve for compression into sealing 
engagement with the pipe, a grip p er ring adapted for encircling and gripping the pipe upon 
coixial compression of said gripper ring, a locking ring adapted for communica tion with said 
flrip per ring, and at least two tiphrening mem bers adapted for connecting said sleeve and said 
loclrin g ring to compressiblv secu re said gripper ring and said sealing gasket to the pipe, wherein 
said restraining a ssembly comprises: 

an intermediate nng adapted for enci r cling the pipe between said sealing gasket and said 

gripper ring; 
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a restrainin g member carried bv said intermediate ring, said restraining member adapted 
for restraining said gripper ring ro prev e nt said gripper ring from gripping the pipe until after said 
sealing gaskei is compressed into sealing en gagement with the pipe; 

wherein said restraining member comprises at least one break-off member adapted to 
break off from said intermediate ring after said sealing gasket is compressed into sealing 
engagement with the pipe; 

wherein upon the tightening of said tightenin g members said sealing gasket, is 
compressed into sealing engagement fol lowed bv the gripping of the pipe by sai4 gripper ring. 

19. (currently amended) The restraining assembly of Claim 17 ejaiiq ^8, wherein said 
intermediate ring and said restraining member are one integral member. 
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